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NCTE

The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) is an American professional
organization dedicated to "improving the teaching and learning of English and the
language arts at all levels of education. Since 1911, NCTE has provided a forum for
the profession, an array of opportunities for teachers to continue their professional
growth throughout their careers, and a framework for cooperation to deal with
issues that affect the teaching of English." In addition, the NCTE lists its mission
as:

"The Council promotes the development of literacy, the use of language to construct
personal and public worlds and to achieve full participation in society, through the
learning and teaching of English and the related arts and sciences of language."

The NCTE is involved in publishing journals and books that address the concerns of
English language arts educators. Since the 1970s, it has issued annual
Doublespeak Awards and Orwell Awards.
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POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

The NCTE is engaged in a variety of political issues affecting English Education and
does so primarily through SLATE: Steering Committee on Social and Political
Concerns. According to the NCTE website, SLATE attempts to "influence public
attitudes and policy decisions affecting the teaching of English language arts at
local, state, and national levels; to implement and publicize the policies adopted by

NCTE. As part of its political action function, SLATE will serve as NCTE's intellectual
freedom network."
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STRUCTURE

NCTE offers its members opportunities to grow professionally by interacting with colleagues in
all facets of English teaching. Individuals belong to any of four broad Sections of
membership - Elementary, Middle, Secondary, or College. They may also join other
groups centered on various teaching specialties within English, each with its own journal,
meetings, and projects. Major interest groups, called Conferences, serve teachers of
college writing and rhetoric; teacher educators in higher education and inservice posts;
teachers with an interest in whole language; and English department chairs, K-12
supervisors, and other English instruction leaders. Assemblies are informal special
interest groups, ranging in focus from computers in English to research, which meet at
NCTE conventions. Commissions monitor and report on trends and issues in the teaching
of language, composition, literature, reading, and media. Nearly 50 committees and task
forces carry out projects on issues and topics in the teaching of English, among them
testing and evaluation, censorship, instructional technology, response to literature,
teacher preparation and certification, and English in urban schools.
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CRITICISM

The Education Reporter, the newspaper of the Eagle Forum, published an article
entitled “English Standards Provoke Criticism.” The group criticized NCTE for
publishing a set of "12 Standards" that 'do not direct educators to teach phonics,
spelling, grammar, or punctuation, or provide any suggestions for reading lists.' The
article includes information concerning the Department of Education, which
initially gave $1 Million to support the project but stopped their funding in March
1994. Additionally, The Eagle Forum scoffs at NCTE’s new definitions that were set
into place, as well as their philosophy that supports non-conventional spelling,
bilingual education, non-traditional English use, and multiculturalism. Some of the
words with updated definitions include: Standard English, text, language, reading,
and literacy. Furthermore, The Eagle Forum is also quoted in saying that, “despite
an enormous commitment of time and federal money, the standards have so far
had no discernible impact upon student learning.”
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HISTORY

As stated on the official NCTE website, The National Council of Teachers of English was founded in
1911 by a group of educators in Chicago, Illinois, known as the English Round Table of the
National Education Association.This group wanted to create a professional response to changing
needs and values regarding education, particularly English language education. The impetus for
this early effort was a concern that school curricula were becoming too narrow and were incapable
of addressing the needs of an increasingly diverse student population. A special committee was
formed to address these issues.Since this time the NCTE has provided a forum for English teaching
professionals to continue their professional growth throughout their careers, in addition to

providing a framework for cooperative action pertaining to issues that affect the instruction of
English.

These concerned educators at first set themselves a limited task: to explore the problems arising from a
rigid, narrowly defined approach to English language instruction. Soon, however, it became
apparent that more was needed, and that only a national professional organization would have the
ability to affect policy decisions. By 1919 the original investigatory committee had grown large
enough to become such an organization. Because of its open-door policy regarding membership,
the NCTE from the first maintained a divisional structure, with separate groups representing
elementary, secondary, and postsecondary educators.

Over the next several decades the organization continued to grow. By 1948 it was clear that the simple
divisions based on grade level were inadequate, and the Conference on College Composition and
Communication (CCCC) was formed to address the special needs of communication and
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PRESENT AND FUTURE

The NCTE currently has over 60,000 members and subscribers in the United States
and internationally. This membership is composed of teachers and supervisors of
English programs ranging from elementary, middle, and secondary schools to
faculty in college and university English departments as well as teacher educators,
local and state agency English specialists, and other professionals in directly
related fields. Sponsoring over 120 regional, state, provincial, local, and student
affiliates within the United States, Canada, and Asian countries, the NCTE
continues it rapid annual growth.
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EXTERNAL LINKS

NCTE Official Website
NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts
NCTE Core Values and Beliefs

National Council for Teacher Education of India

NCTE & IRA's ReadWriteThink

US Department of Education

National Center for Educational Statistics - NCES is the primary federal entity for collecting and analyzing data that are
related to education in the United States and other nations.

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
MLA - Founded in 1883, the Modern Language Association promotes the study and teaching of language and literature.

Conference ontCoIIege Composition and Communication - CCCC is a professional organization for researching and teaching
composition.

The Two-Year”CoIIege English Association - TYCA unites teachers committed to the teaching and study of English in the two-
year college.

The Whole Language Umbrella - WLU views whole language as a dynamic philosophy of education.
Official Website, ALAN Online - ALAN, The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents
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